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A pastor's discernment and preaching can become clouded or ineffective if certain issues 
are not addressed and handled properly. Here are key areas that can muddy up a pastor’s 
ability to hear from God clearly and preach effectively: 

1. Unresolved Sin in Their Life 

● Personal sin, whether hidden or known, can create spiritual blockage and hinder the 
flow of revelation. 

● Unrepented sin leads to guilt, shame, and a dulled sensitivity to the Holy Spirit. 

2. Pride and Self-Glorification 

● When a pastor starts seeking personal recognition rather than glorifying God, their 
messages become self-serving. 

● Pride makes one resistant to correction, even from the Holy Spirit. 

3. Emotional Wounds and Bitterness 

● Unhealed wounds from past betrayals, disappointments, or offenses can create a lens 
of hurt rather than truth. 

● Bitterness can lead to preaching out of frustration instead of love and wisdom. 

4. Burnout and Exhaustion 

● Physical, emotional, and spiritual fatigue can lead to shallow preaching, lack of 
passion, and robotic ministry. 

● When a pastor is drained, they may begin relying on their own strength rather than 
God's anointing. 

5. Lack of Prayer and Intimacy with God 

● A stagnant prayer life results in messages that lack fresh revelation and power. 
● Without prayer, a pastor may resort to preaching from past knowledge rather than 

current encounters with God. 
● Although the Word in the sermon is always anointed, the delivery may not be. 
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6. Neglecting the Study of God’s Word 

● Preaching without deep study results in repetitive, surface-level messages that don’t 
equip the people. 

● Over-reliance on personal opinions or popular trends can replace the authority of 
Scripture. 

7. Fear of Man and People-Pleasing 

● Trying to keep everyone happy leads to compromised preaching and watered-down 
truth. 

● Fear of offending people can make a pastor avoid preaching on necessary but 
difficult topics. 

8. Worldly Influences and Carnality 

● If a pastor becomes overly influenced by worldly entertainment, culture, or 
ideologies, their discernment becomes skewed. 

● Overindulgence in secular influences can corrupt their spiritual purity and sensitivity. 

9. Unchecked Influences from False Teachings 

● Engaging with or endorsing false doctrines can slowly infiltrate their theology and 
message. 

● A pastor must guard against spiritual deception by measuring everything against 
Scripture. 

● No matter how right a teaching may feel or sound, if it is not backed by the 
Scripture, it is error. Going unchecked, it could cross over into a doctrine of demons.  

10. Dishonoring Spiritual Authority and Accountability 

● Rejecting correction from mentors, elders, or trusted counsel leads to an 
unteachable spirit. 

● Isolation from godly accountability makes it easier to fall into error or deception. 

11. Ministry Idolatry (Placing Ministry Over Relationship with God) 

● Being more focused on the work of ministry than personal relationship with Christ 
can result in preaching out of duty rather than passion. 

● Success in ministry should never replace intimacy with God. 
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12. Lack of Compassion for People 

● If a pastor loses their love for the people, their preaching can become harsh, 
condemning, or disconnected. 

● Ministry without compassion turns into religious obligation rather than shepherding 
with grace and truth. 

Addressing these areas through repentance, accountability, rest, and intimacy with God will 
keep a pastor’s discernment sharp and their preaching undiluted by the flesh, times of 
testing in the ministry, and the attacks of the devil.  
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